His Family
There was even a horrible rumour that a demented woman
had eaten her dead child ! * * * In that most terrible year,
when the soul of Ireland was seared, Charles Stewart Parnell
was born*
One would hardly have expected to find support for the
Fenians in a family which would certainly have suffered
financial embarrassment if the Fenians had had their way,
unless one were aware of the fact that the Celtic Irish have
found their leaders less often among themselves than among
the Anglo-Irish, Their distrust of each other makes them
reluctant to accept a commander from their own ranks, and
their instinctive love of aristocracy makes them look for a
leader to the high ranks above them* Very rarely a Daniel
O'Connell comes from the cabins; very often a Fitzgerald,
a Wolfe Tone, a Robert Emmet, a Charles Stewart Parnell
comes from the demesnes or from the class of the demesnes*
Michael Davitt, unmistakably a Gael and an Irishman, who
had suffered terribly for his country, said with bitterness
unusual in him, " The Irish would never accept me as a
leader because I belong to the ranks of the people*"1
But perhaps a profottnder reason accounts for the fact
that the Irish in their struggles against the English have almost
always found their leaders in the camps of their enemies*
The ability to lead is not commonly found among the Celtic
or Firbolgian Irish, who have, however, an ability to follow
and to endure and suffer which is unmatchable* " The
Celt knows his need/' said Mr* J* L* Garvin in a brilliant
criticism of Mr, Barry O'Brien's biography. " He is re-
bellious to symbolic title* He never acknowledged succession
through minors and women* He craves for actual discipline
and a real dictator* The only political institution of the
Celt is the chief* Mr* John Hill Burton observes it in his
History of Scotland, Mr* Bodley maintains it in his book on
1 Chief and Tribune: Parnell and Davittt by M, H* O'Hara, p* 224*
21